Author: ________________________  Title of essay ____________________________________
 Period: ___   Date: _______ 
ESSAY CHECKLIST (your goal is to get ALL “YES/GOODs”) – Don’t forget to read aloud in order to find mistakes!

	Overall Format:
	Yes/Good
	Somewhat
	No/Poor
	Specific Comments

	The essay is double-spaced
	
	
	
	

	The beginning of each paragraph is indented
	
	
	
	

	There are no spaces between paragraphs
	
	
	
	

	Size 11 or 12 font is used
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate title reflects argument (the title of the student essay itself should not be underlined or quoted)
	
	
	
	

	Contents of Introduction
	Yes/Good
	Somewhat
	No/Poor
	Specific Comments

	A HOOK grabs the reader’s interest 
	
	
	
	

	Titles of works are either underlined or quoted – as necessary (novels underlined, poems and short stories quoted!)
	
	
	
	

	Author’s name is mentioned and spelled correctly
	
	
	
	

	The thesis – or argument is CLEAR!
	
	
	
	

	The thesis directly and correctly answers the question
	
	
	
	

	The sentences “flow” well from one to the next
	
	
	
	

	Free of grammar, mechanics, or punctuation problems
	
	
	
	

	Contents of first body paragraph
	Yes/Good
	Somewhat
	No/Poor
	Specific Comments

	Begins w/ topic sentence that states paragraph’s purpose
	
	
	
	

	Point is valid and clearly connects to thesis
	
	
	
	

	at least one quote clearly supports paragraph’s point
	
	
	
	

	Context for quote is provided
	
	
	
	

	Correct punctuation precedes the quote 
	
	
	
	

	MLA citation correctly follows quote
	
	
	
	

	Post-quote discusses HOW/WHY quote proves point
	
	
	
	

	Information provided is correct
	
	
	
	

	All discussion stays focused on main point
	
	
	
	

	Sentences move smoothly from one to the next
	
	
	
	

	Free of grammar, mechanics, or punctuation problems
	
	
	
	

	Uses third person only (NO I, me, us, we, or you)
	
	
	
	

	Uses only present tense
	
	
	
	

	Contents of second body paragraph
	Yes/Good
	Somewhat
	No/Poor
	Specific Comments

	Begins w/ topic sentence that states paragraph’s purpose
	
	
	
	

	Point is valid and clearly connects to thesis
	
	
	
	

	at least one quote clearly supports paragraph’s point
	
	
	
	

	Context for quote is provided
	
	
	
	

	Correct punctuation precedes the quote 
	
	
	
	

	MLA citation correctly follows quote
	
	
	
	

	Post-quote discusses HOW/WHY quote proves point
	
	
	
	

	Information provided is sound/correct
	
	
	
	

	All discussion stays focused on main point
	
	
	
	

	Sentences move smoothly from one to the next
	
	
	
	

	Free of grammar, mechanics, or punctuation problems
	
	
	
	

	Uses third person only (NO I, me, us, we, or you)
	
	
	
	

	Uses only present tense
	
	
	
	

	Contents of third body paragraph
	Yes/Good
	Somewhat
	No/Poor
	Specific Comments

	Begins w/ topic sentence that states paragraph’s purpose
	
	
	
	

	Point is valid and clearly connects to thesis
	
	
	
	

	at least one quote clearly supports paragraph’s point
	
	
	
	

	Context for quote is provided
	
	
	
	

	Correct punctuation precedes the quote 
	
	
	
	

	MLA citation correctly follows quote
	
	
	
	

	Post-quote discusses HOW/WHY quote proves point
	
	
	
	

	Information provided is correct
	
	
	
	

	All discussion stays focused on main point
	
	
	
	

	Sentences move smoothly from one to the next
	
	
	
	

	Free of grammar, mechanics, or punctuation problems
	
	
	
	

	Uses third person only (NO I, me, us, we, or you)
	
	
	
	

	Uses only present tense
	
	
	
	

	Contents of fourth body paragraph???
	Yes/Good
	Somewhat
	No/Poor
	Specific Comments

	Begins w/ topic sentence that states paragraph’s purpose
	
	
	
	

	Point is valid and clearly connects to thesis
	
	
	
	

	at least one quote clearly supports paragraph’s point
	
	
	
	

	Context for quote is provided
	
	
	
	

	Correct punctuation precedes the quote 
	
	
	
	

	MLA citation correctly follows quote
	
	
	
	

	Post-quote discusses HOW/WHY quote proves point
	
	
	
	

	Information provided is correct
	
	
	
	

	All discussion stays focused on main point
	
	
	
	

	Sentences move smoothly from one to the next
	
	
	
	

	Free of grammar, mechanics, or punctuation problems
	
	
	
	

	Uses third person only (NO I, me, us, we, or you)
	
	
	
	

	Uses only present tense
	
	
	
	

	Contents of conclusion:
	Yes/Good
	Somewhat
	No/Poor
	Specific Comments

	Emphasizes main thesis/point of essay
	
	
	
	

	Does more than repeat the introduction
	
	
	
	

	“Closes the essay”; it “feels” like it’s ending
	
	
	
	

	Ends in a thoughtful, interesting way
	
	
	
	

	Free of grammar, mechanics, or punctuation problems
	
	
	
	


