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Assignment:

Essay Rubric/Grading Sheet for Academic Standard 1.5: Quality of Writing

(Addressing writing characteristics/domains: Focus, Content, Organization, Style, Conventions)

	 4
	Focus
	· Clearly defined thesis (point of argument) focused on a single topic

	 4 
	Content
	· Substantial content thoroughly supported with examples and details

	 4
	Organization
	· Controlled organization with good transitions between points

	 4
	Style
	· Precise word choice, sentence variety, consistent writer’s voice, tone well chosen for audience

	
	
	· 

	 4
	Conventions


	· No/few mechanical errors (grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation), conforms precisely to school style guide re: format (i.e., margins, headings, font size and style, etc)

	3
	Focus
	· General thesis focused on single topic

	3         
	Content
	· Sufficient content with adequately supported examples or details

	3  
	Organization
	· Logical order of content with some transitions

	3     
	Style
	· Generic word choice and sentence variety, inconsistent writer’s voice, tone appropriate to audience

	      
	
	· 

	3


	Conventions


	· Limited number of mechanical errors, conforms to school style guide in most aspects

	2         
	Focus
	· No apparent thesis but evidence of a single topic

	2       
	Content
	· Limited content with inadequate support

	2       
	Organization
	· Inconsistent order of content

	2         
	Style
	· Limited word choice and sentence variety, inhibited writer’s voice, tone sometimes inappropriate to audience

	
	
	· 

	2
	Conventions
	· Many mechanical errors, some effort to conform to school guide 

	
	
	· 

	1         
	Focus
	· Minimal evidence of a topic

	1       
	Content
	· Superficial and/or minimal content

	1       
	Organization
	· Confused order of content 

	1           
	Style
	· Minimal word choice and sentence variety, lack of writer’s voice, tone inappropriate to audience

	1


	Conventions


	· Number of errors interfere with content, minimal effort to conform to school style guide

	0
	Conventions
	· Illegible: includes so many indecipherable words that no sense can be made of the response

	0 
	Style
	· Incoherent: words are legible but syntax is so garbled that the response makes no sense

	0       
	Content
	· Insufficient content: does not include enough to assess domains adequately

	0     
	Content
	· Readable but does not respond to the prompt


