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AP English Language & Composition


This summer you will read two books:  a non-fiction work titled Overachievers: the Secret Lives of Driven Kids by Alexandra Robbins and the novel The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck.  We will meet at the Collegiate Academy twice this summer to talk and write about these books.  The schedule is explained below.  If you cannot attend a meeting, you must complete the journal assignment and submit it BEFORE the date we will meet on that book.  You may deliver or mail your work to the main Collegiate Academy office, addressed to my attention, or email it to me in a Word attachment. You will make up any work we do at the meeting during the first week of school.  If you have a problem, email Ms. Holmes immediately by email.  Both of these assignments are important for work we will do during first quarter.

Thursday, June 30, from 1:00 to 4:00

We will meet to discuss and write about Overachievers: the Secret Lives of Driven Kids.  You must read it and complete the journal assignment before this meeting.  (See handout with specific instructions on how to format the journal and how many entries are required for each topic.)  Be prepared to take a quiz and write an essay on the book.  

Thursday, August 4, from 1:00 to 4:00

We will meet to discuss and write about The Grapes of Wrath.  You must read the novel and complete the journal assignment before this meeting.  Be prepared to take a quiz and write an essay on the novel.  As you read, keep a dialectical journal about the roles of family, faith, power, and money in the novel.  (See handout with specific instructions on how to format the journal and how many entries are required for each topic.)  If you wish, you may borrow a copy of the novel by signing one out from Mrs. Ditrich.

If you have questions, you may email Ms. Holmes at cholmes@eriesd.org.



The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

Dialectical Journal Assignment

DIRECTIONS: Trace in a dialectical journal the roles the following themes play in the development of the novel:

1. Family

2. Faith

3. Power and money

Find passages as you read that relate to these themes.  You must have ten passages for each element, for a total of 30 entries in your dialectical journal over all. Your journal must be typed.

How To Set Up Your Dialectical Journal:

This is a two-column journal—it’s called a dialectical journal because you are having a dialogue with yourself as you read the novel.  Label the left-hand column “Passage.”  Label the right-hand column “My Analysis.”  Don’t just summarize what is happening in the scene; your analysis should discuss (explain) how the passage relates to the theme.  Be sure to follow proper MLA style when using parenthetical documentation to cite page numbers.  Be sure to label which theme each entry is focused on.  Your entries should represent evenly the entire book from beginning to end.

PASSAGE





MY ANALYSIS
Family

“The women knew it was all right, and
This passage stresses the important 

the watching children knew it was all right.
leadership role the men play in 

Women and children knew deep in 
the family.  The men also provide

themselves that no misfortune was too
protection to other members of the 

great to bear if their men were whole” (7).
family.

Faith

“ ‘Ever know a guy that said big words like
This conversation between the truck

that?’ ‘Preacher,’ said Joad.  ‘Well, it makes
driver and Tom Joad shows 

you mad to hear a guy use big words.  ‘Course
their resentment of those who are 

with a preacher it’s all right because nobody
more educated than they are, but it

would fool around with a preacher anyway’ ”
also shows that they have a high

(15).
respect for preachers, and would 


not challenge them.

Power and Money

“ ‘Could ya give me a lift, mister?’ The
This conversation between Tom Joad

driver looked quickly back at the restaurant 
and the truck driver show how those

for a second. ‘Didn’ you see the No Riders 
with power—the management of the

sticker on the wind’shield?’ ‘Sure—I seen
driver’s company—make the rules.

it.  But sometimes a guy’ll be a good guy 
This also shows how Joad feels

even if some rich bastard makes him carry
resentment toward those in power.

a sticker’ ” (11).
He asks the truck driver to be a 

“good guy” by going against those rules.
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Ap English language and composition

Summer reading Assignment #2

Read Alexandra Robbin’s Overachievers: the Secret Lives of Driven Kids.  As you read, keep track of what interests, surprises, and perplexes you in a series of Reader Response journal entries—see instructions on back.  Most of all, look for those ah-ha moments when you make a connection between the book and your own experiences, the experiences of others you know, books you have read (even look for connections to The Grapes of Wrath), movies you have seen, and so forth.  Please be thorough; you must have a minimum of 20 typed reader response journal entries.  Your journals will be collected at the meeting on Thursday, June 30. If you cannot attend the meeting, you must submit them no later than that day by delivering them to the main Collegiate Academy Office, mailing them to Collegiate Academy to my attention, or by emailing them to me with a Word attachment.

Please feel free to email me with any questions.

Ms. Holmes cholmes@eriesd.org
Reader Responses

DIRECTIONS: As you read this book, write a series of reader responses in the following format.  Your journal must be typed.

First, it is very important to include an explanation for each of your responses.  Don’t just identify what interests, surprises, perplexes you, and when you have those ah-ha moments.  You need to explain your reactions by using “because” statements.  For example:

This made me think of when __________________ because __________________________.

The following are suggestions for how to begin your reader responses:

I began to think

I love the way

I can't believe

I wonder why
I noticed
I think
I observed
I wonder
If I were

I’m not sure

I felt sad when

I like the way the author
I wish that 
This made me think of 
I was surprised
It seems like
I'm not sure
This story teaches
I began to think of 

