2011-2012
Summer Assignments and Meetings 

AP Literature and Composition
1. Your first assignment of the summer is to Gmail me at eparthenakis@gmail.com with a couple paragraphs detailing what novels you enjoyed reading (on your own and/or in language arts classes) and your development as a writer (do you like to write, prefer creative writing, areas you would like to develop, etc.). You may also include what you hope to accomplish  this year, if you wish. This is due by June 6, 2011. Over the summer, feel free to Gmail either me if you have a question concerning your summer assignment or your research options.  I will be checking my Gmail several times a month, and will respond as quickly as possible.  
2. This summer’s reading assignment includes the following novels: The Awakening by Kate Chopin and Life of Pi by Yann Martel. 
a. You are to create a detailed dialectical journal for each novel focusing on themes, characterization, symbolism, setting, and/or literary devices. Your journals should contain a minimum of 20 detailed notes each that will be used for our discussion and a writing assignment. You will use these notes to support your essays. 
b. We will meet twice over the summer at Collegiate Academy to discuss each novel.  You will be graded on your dialectical journals and your essays.
i. Tuesday, July 12th  - We will meet in the library from 12 pm until 2:30 pm to discuss The Awakening.  Topics of discussion will include themes, characterization, symbolism, setting, and literary devices as well as time to write your essays. (See back) 
· Please bring your novel and dialectical journals. It is your responsibility to turn in your journals by 12 pm on 7/12 and hand written essay no later than 2: 30 pm on 7/12 for full credit to me at the meeting or the school office.  Although attendance is not mandatory, the discussion has proved useful to students in the past and is a good way to begin establishing your class participation grade. 
ii. Tuesday, August 9th  - We will meet in the library from 12 pm until 2:30 pm to discuss Life of Pi.  Topics of discussion will include themes, characterization, symbolism, setting, and literary devices as well as time to write your essays. (See back) 
· Please bring your novel and dialectical journals. It is your responsibility to turn in your journals by 12 pm on 8/9 and hand written essay no later than 2: 30 pm on 8/9 for full credit to me at the meeting or the school office. Although attendance is not mandatory, the discussion has proved useful to students in the past and is a good way to begin establishing your class participation grade. 
3. Read your chosen and approved research novel over the summer.  Write at least 20 dialectical journals on theme, characterization, symbolism, setting, and/or literary devices.  This assignment is due the first day of class.  Contact Ms. Parthenakis if you need to make a novel/play change as soon as possible. The final date to select from Advance Placement novel list is Tuesday August 9th at the meeting. There will be an updated list at the July meeting. There is a novel test the first week of school.
The Awakening Essay:  Be sure to use supporting text from the novel to support your essay using correct MLA format.
In many works of literature, society is portrayed as stifling or frustrating one or more characters.  Discuss how this is true of The Awakening and how the stifling/frustrating nature of society serves to develop the novel’s themes.
Life of Pi Essay:  Be sure to use supporting text from the novel to support your essay using correct MLA format.
The British novelist Fay Weldon offers this observation about happy endings: "The writers, I do believe, who get the best and most lasting response from readers are the writers who offer a happy ending through moral development. By a happy ending, I do not mean mere fortunate events—a marriage or a last-minute rescue from death—but some kind of spiritual reassessment or moral reconciliation, even with the self, even at death." 
In the Life of Pi, Yann Martel tells the reader early in the novel that “This story has a happy ending” (93). In a well-written essay, identify the "spiritual reassessment or moral reconciliation" evident in the ending and explain its significance in the work as a whole. Be sure to use specific references to the text.

*** Essays will be graded on sound thesis writing, appropriate use of support text, correct MLA format of parenthetical citations, and paragraph cohesiveness. Applicable deductions apply for late work. Essays will be scored using the AP rubric which is attached.
