The Story of Edgar Sawtelle
This summer, you will be reading David Wroblewski’s best-selling 2008 book, The Story of Edgar Sawtelle.  Reviews of the book call it a “great, big, mesmerizing read,” a “saga,” an “epic”—it is indeed a big, complex book.  You should allow yourself ample time to read, think about, and write about the book.
Below is a brief description of the book:

Epic in scope, evoking the ancient kinship between people and dogs, The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski is an unforgettable debut novel set against the majestic backdrop of the northern Wisconsin wilderness.

Born mute, speaking in a sign language of his own invention, Edgar Sawtelle has led an idyllic childhood on his parents' remote farm, where, for generations, the Sawtelles have raised and trained a fictional breed of dogs whose thoughtful presence is exemplified by Almondine, Edgar's lifelong companion. During the summer of his 14th year, Edgar seems poised to excel in his family's work. He has a way with the dogs, and he has just been given his first litter of pups to raise. But that summer brings two unexpected visitors: a stray dog who refuses to come in from the wild, and Claude, Edgar's uncle, who cannot seem to tame his own ferocious nature.  

In this masterful novel, Wroblewski brilliantly examines the limits of language and the elemental forces of love, loss and revenge. At once a riveting adventure and a multilayered family saga, The Story of Edgar Sawtelle is a bold, ambitious novel that will captivate readers from its mysterious opening to its breathtaking finale
.

Your study of the book will include two major components, which are explained below.
Reading/Annotations
You will not only read the book but read it actively by annotating it as you read.
Your annotations will focus on Edgar.  Since you will be doing only 20 of them for a 500-page book, and since you must cover the entire book, you should choose them carefully.  Annotate sections of the book that seem particularly revelatory; in other words, choose things that seem to reveal something important about Edgar.  
You should focus your annotations on those things that limit Edgar, such as his inability to speak, his age, the loss of his father, and the control his uncle has over his mother and, therefore, over him.  Pay attention to how he relates to characters around him, ones both human and canine.  
Each annotation should be on a full-size Post-It note.  Place the note close to the passage that you feel is important.  Then give the note a heading; this heading should be some major element of Edgar’s personality or situation.  If you find yourself repeating these headings as you annotate the book, that’s a good thing:  those repeated ideas could end up being the focus of your essay (see below).

Finally, on each annotation, write a brief analysis of the passage.  Avoid merely summarizing the passage; always answer this question:  what does this passage reveal about Edgar?

Essay
You will write an essay that analyzes Edgar’s character.  When you write about Edgar (or any literary character), you have two basic options:
· Analyze one defining characteristic of Edgar

· Identify and analyze how Edgar changes throughout the novel

Your essay’s thesis, which you should underline in your essay, should be a concise, compelling argument about Edgar’s character.

Below are the requirements for the essay:

· It should follow all rules of MLA formatting, including the header, heading, title, margins, spacing, and in-text citations.
· It should be between 3-5 pages long.

· It should include a clear thesis, probably somewhere in its introduction.

· It should have effective focus.  In other words, all of your analysis should work to develop your central argument.

· It should include a clear topic sentence at the beginning of each paragraph.  That topic sentence is usually a sub-topic that supports your thesis.
· It should include ample textual evidence in support of your thesis, in the form of both direct quotations and paraphrases.
On the first day of school, you should bring your copy of the book with the 20 Post-It Note annotations and your complete, typed essay.

You may also e-mail me your essay prior to the first day of school.  Send your essay as an attachment to mrbischof@gmail.com.

You may also use that email address for questions or concerns.

Eats, Shoots & Leaves
This 2003 book by Lynne Truss became a surprise bestseller.  It’s an entertaining and snarky guide to punctuation.

Please read the first two chapters, “Introduction—The Seventh Sense” and “The Tractable Apostrophe.”  We will read the other chapters throughout the first quarter of the school year.

Your assignment is a simple one:  as your go about your summer activities, be on the lookout for punctuation errors.  You’ll be surprised where you find them:  signs, advertisements, newspapers, magazines, books, billboards.  Document at least one error that you find by taking a picture of it.  
Email the picture to me.  We will be creating an online gallery of punctuation mishaps throughout the school year.
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