  VOCABULARY UNIT 2
articulate

transitive verb [ar TICK yoo layt]:  to express [a thought, idea, or feeling] clearly
A good politician must be able to inspire his or her constituents, especially during difficult periods (think Franklin D. Roosevelt or Winston Churchill). They must be able to articulate a vision for a better future and remind people of the positive happenings taking place (the-dispatch.com, 14 Sept. 2010).
The writing teacher found that, although the students had lots of good ideas, they had a difficult time articulating those ideas in writing.
adjective [ar TICK yuh litt]:  able to use words well (when describing a person);  expressed clearly (when describing a thing, such as a piece of writing or speech)  

The president’s press secretary must be articulate, for he or she will likely be on TV every day answering questions from the press.
cavort 
intransitive verb [cuh VORT]:  to behave in a high-spirited, festive, uninhibited manner.
it implies a kind of carefree frolicking 

In “Fool’s Gold” Kate Hudson and Matthew McConaughey, as golden as a pair of rotisserie chickens, squabble and cavort in a tropical paradise. How nice for them, and for those in the audience who want nothing more from a midwinter trip to the movies than to gaze upon the tawny limbs and perfect bellybuttons of the stars (New York Times, Feb. 8, 2010).
BY day beautiful, well-toned people with plenty of money frolic on Malibu's sugar-white beaches. Even the dolphins seem more exuberant as they cavort with surfers. How could anyone who lives in this delicious slice of seaside utopia ever be glum? (New York Times, Aug. 7, 2005).

credence

noun [CREE dince]:  belief as to whether something is true

almost always used in the phrase “give(s) credence to”  or “lends/lent credence to.”  If x gives credence to y, then x is something that makes y believable.  
However, it would seem that there is enough anecdotal evidence within the community of migraine sufferers to give credence to fluorescent light as a migraine trigger (New York Times, 2 Sept. 2010).
alternatively, a person can give something credence, which means that the person finds that thing believable


Before Toby’s mom could give credence to his claim that he got straight F’s on his 

report card because, according to Toby, “All the teachers hate my guts and fail me 

out of spite,” she had to talk to the teachers in question.

Side note:  credence comes from the Latin root cred-, which means “believe.”  Think of words like incredible (unable to be believed), incredulous (not believing something), creed (a belief or set of beliefs), and credit
decry

transitive verb [dih CRY]:  to express strong disapproval of or openly criticize [somebody or something]

so if you decry someone or something, you very much disapprove of it and are willing to openly criticize it

In Pakistan and Afghanistan, hundreds of protesters — at least one group of them organized by a local politician — took to the streets to decry the church’s plans [referring to the Florida pastor who had planned to burn the Koran] (New York Times, 9 Sept. 2010).

Beyond its picturesque aspects, the film [“Margaret’s Museum”] means to decry the hardships that the miners endure (New York Times, 7 Feb. 2010).

derogatory

adjective [dih ROGG uh tory]:  tending to lessen the merit or reputation of a person or thing; disparaging

some things described as derogatory in a New York Times search:  video, tone, remarks, term, comments, word, stereotype, phrase.

so in other words, something that is derogatory is negative, insulting, critical

[Rap trio] he Fugees took their name from a slangy, sometimes derogatory term for Haitian refugees (New York Times, 8 Aug. 2010).

dissemble

intransitive verb [dis SEMM bull]:  to conceal one's true motives, thoughts, etc., by some pretense
The [cigarette] industry has appeared to dissemble so often in the past -- about whether cigarettes cause diseases, about whether nicotine is addictive, about whether it markets its product to children -- that people are never sure what to make of the companies' pronouncements (New York Times, 9 Apr. 1998).
transitive verb:  to hide [real beliefs, feelings, or intentions] through misleading speech or behavior
Unlike contestants on Fox's ''American Idol,'' who openly express a desire to be pop stars, people who advance on ''The Bachelor'' have to dissemble their ambitions. They must pull off an acting trick... (New York Times, June 13, 2010).
distraught

adjective [dis TROTT]:  extremely upset and distressed

As New York and Washington were under attack on Sept. 11, 2001, a film crew happened to come upon John Kerry leaving the Capitol.  […] The camera captures Congressional aides and visitors, clearly distraught and holding onto one another, streaming down the back steps of the Capitol building in near panic, following the bellowed instructions of anxious police (New York Times, 10 Oct. 2004).

evince

transitive verb [ee VINCE]:  to show [a feeling or a quality] clearly

though most writers kind of ignore the “clearly” part and used the word simply to mean to show/demonstrate a feeling or quality

This deficiency in ''self-monitoring skills,'' the researchers said, helps explain the tendency of the humor-impaired to persist in telling jokes that are not funny, of day traders to repeatedly jump into the market -- and repeatedly lose out -- and of the politically clueless to continue holding forth at dinner parties on the fine points of campaign strategy.  Some college students, Dr. Dunning said, evince a similar blindness: after doing badly on a test, they spend hours in his office, explaining why the answers he suggests for the test questions are wrong (New York Times, 18 Jan. 2000).
The best essays are those that evince a thorough understanding of how to use language, through their syntax, vocabulary, and sophistication.
exhume
transitive verb [ig ZOOM]:  to dig [something buried, usually a dead person] out of the ground

Eighty-one years after Houdini died on Halloween 1926, his great-nephew wants to exhume the magician's body to determine if enemies poisoned him for debunking their bogus claims of contact with the dead (USA Today, 23 Mar. 2007).

though writers occasionally get creative with the word and use it to mean something like, to dig up or bring back something that was figuratively dead

RICHARD YATES’S 1961 novel, “Revolutionary Road,” is far from the kind of property that typically becomes a big Hollywood movie, especially one starring Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio in their first post-“Titanic” outing together. For one thing, the book is set back in the mid-20th century — an era that, until “Mad Men” came along to exhume it, was thought to have about as much entertainment potential as the Bronze Age (New York Times, 12 Dec. 2008).
writing “exhume out of” would be redundant, since the word already implies the “out of” part
pejorative
adjective [pih JORR uh tiv]:  having a disparaging, derogatory, or belittling effect

At the 1905 Salon d'Automne, [Maurice de] Vlaminck and the artists with whom his work was shown -- Matisse, Derain, van Dongen, and Manguin -- were disparaged by the French critics as wild beasts, ''les fauves,'' for their daring use of color. As so often happens with criticism, that pejorative term stuck as the name [Fauvism] of one of modern art's most beloved movements (New York Times, 3 May 2009).

noun:  a derogatory name or term

As New York State Senator Diane J. Savino, a Democrat who represents Staten Island and parts of Brooklyn, explained, “[The term] Guido was never a pejorative.” It grew out of the 1950s greaser look, she said, and became a way for Italian-Americans who did not fit the larger culture’s definition of beauty to take pride in their own heritage and define “cool” for themselves (New York Times, 22 Jan. 2010).

propriety

noun [pruh PRY ih tee]:  the quality of displaying behaviors thought to be correct or appropriate, usually according to the standards of politeness, respect, decency, or morality conventionally accepted by a society or a situation

properness is a close synonym, but in the sense of being proper according to the standards of a certain situation

Giada worried about the propriety of wearing jeans to the semi-formal dance, but she was broke, and buying a new dress for the event was not an option.
Many doctors, however, are deeply concerned about the propriety of these arrangements [doctors and hospitals paying to exclusively provide the medical care for a sports team]. ''These groups should have to put out a disclaimer: 'We paid for the ability to treat these top athletes,''' said Dr. Robert Huizenga, a former team doctor for the Oakland Raiders and past president of the National Football League Team Physicians Society” (New York Times, 17 Feb. 2004).
“…and my father always dressed very sharply -- he was a manual laborer, so he wore work clothes during the day, but in the evening he was immaculately turned out.'' Dad's sense of propriety rubbed off: [GQ fashion editor David] Bradshaw is rarely seen in jeans or short sleeves (New York Times, 1 Apr. 2007).

sacrilege

noun [SACK ruh lidge]:  the disrespectful or irreverent treatment of something other people consider worthy of respect or reverence

it can be used in a serious sense, as in a mistreatment of something religious—for example, for Jews, eating pork would be considered sacrilege.

After a drumbeat of criticism from the Bush administration and others, Newsweek magazine yesterday went beyond an apology it issued Sunday and retracted an article published May 1 that stated that American interrogators at Guantamo Bay, Cuba, had tried to rattle Muslim detainees by flushing a Koran down a toilet.  The original article was blamed for inciting widespread protests and riots in the Muslim world, where desecration of the Koran is viewed as an incendiary act, and where at least 17 people were killed in the ensuing violence.  Adnan Rehmat, the country director for Internews, a media training program financed by the United States government, said the article struck a particularly sensitive chord among Pakistanis not only because it implied an act of sacrilege against the holy book… (New York Times, 17 May 2005).


''I particularly remember one afternoon I was walking around Les Halles [an area in Franch] with a girlfriend,'' he says. ''I bought a pain au chocolat [a chocolate-filled croissant], and, like a lot of kids, tossed the bread to the birds and ate the best part, the chocolate. My girlfriend tattled on me, and I got the spanking of my life. For my father's generation, bread was truly sacred, and it was a sacrilege to throw it away” (New York Times, 25 Sept. 1988).
but writers often use it cheekily:
But for even some spectators to chant for a visiting team might be unprecedented in N.F.L. history.  And for customers at a Jets' home game to chant for the Raiders is a sacrilege to all those Jets fans who remember when the Jets-Raiders rivalry was one of pro football's best (New York Times, 2 Oct. 1995).
usually used in the phrase “[something] was/is sacrilege” or “[something] was/is a sacrilege.”  Its adjective form is sacrilegious
summarily
adverb [suh MAIR ih lee]:  immediately and without discussion or attention to formalities
common verbs that the words modifies:  punished, dismissed, fired, rejected
In his first term in 1986, [Peruvian president Alan] Garcia, frustrated that the leftist Shining Path insurgency had taken over the El Fronton prison and two other jails, ordered the armed forces to attack. More than 200 prisoners were killed, many summarily executed (New York Times, 13 Sept. 2010).
I prescreen job applicants for a small engineering consulting firm committed to equal opportunity. These jobs are primarily technical, but English-language skills are required for the technical writing involved, and a writing sample is requested. Many applications are full of errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation, and are summarily rejected (New York Times, 7 May 2010).
the word is not a synonym for quickly
talisman

noun [TAL is min]:  an object or person believed to give magical powers to somebody who carries or wears it, e.g. a stone or jewel.
writers don’t always use it to mean something that gives literal magic powers, but rather to describe something or someone that has a remarkable or powerful influence on human feelings or actions
[My old aluminum baking pan is] exactly the right size for toasting a pita or half a loaf of French bread — and with our sons now grown, half a loaf is all my husband and I need at one time. It’s light enough that I can manage it with one hand. And it fits easily into my dishwasher. But more than those minor attributes, it’s something of a talisman, calling forth memories of my first kitchen with the black and white wallpaper, in a doorman building on East 75th Street… (New York Times, 14 Jan. 2009).
The battered and disfigured Deutsche Bank building in Lower Manhattan, among the last remaining buildings damaged in the Sept. 11 terrorist attack whose fate has not been decided, has been deemed beyond repair and is expected to be taken down beginning next month, according to people involved in negotiations on its future.  It will be the end of an unlikely symbol. In the days immediately after Sept. 11, 2001, the boxy, 40-story skyscraper next to the ruined World Trade Center became a talisman of hope to many rescue workers at ground zero (New York Times, 20 June 2003).

undulate

transitive or intransitive verb [UN juh late]:  to move in waves or in a movement resembling waves, or cause [something] to move in this way

For some, the sectional sofa brings back bad memories of a giant glossy vinyl remote-control swallower circa 1982. Patrick Jouin’s Item elegantly reimagines the often not-so-stylish sectional genre. [He] created a series of 10 free-form, angular components that vary in shape and height and undulate, rising and falling like pieces of sculpture. They can be combined in multiple ways — and you don’t need all 10 to make a sofa (New York Times, 17 Feb. 2010).

They hang in leafy sheets from outstretched limbs and undulate like rough green seas over shrub and meadow, obscuring everything underneath. Along stretches of parkway in Westchester County, they turn trees into strangely biomorphic shapes, some resembling dinosaurs poised over the rushing traffic.  They are invasive vines that were introduced to the United States from Asia more than 100 years ago (New York Times, 2 Aug. 2004).

often used as an adjective:  undulating
