9-Week Syllabus

Quarter 1 
SY2010-11
Instructor: Mr. BRIAN C. SHELDON

Email Address: bsheldon003@gmail.com
Course Name: Advanced Placement European History

Texts: 
· McKay, John P., Hill, Bennett D., Buckler, John, A History Of Western Society: since 1300  (sixth edition), Houghton Mifflin Company, 1999.
· Perry, Marvin, Peden, Joseph R., Von Laue, T. R., Sources of the Western Tradition: (Volume II) From the Renaissance to the Present (fifth edition), Houghton Mifflin Company, 2003.
Course Materials: notebook/3-ring binder, “jump drive”, pens (black and blue ink only), pencil, textbook(s), and supplementary articles (to be assigned).

Course Description: 

What are the big problems that face the world and what can I do to help? How do I distinguish between fact and opinion in learning about these issues? What do I believe and why do I believe it? How can I express what I believe and what I have learned in a coherent and persuasive manner? These and many other questions can be at least partially answered by taking a course such as Advanced Placement European History. Remember that you will be acquiring and honing skills of vital importance to succeed in college and in life. At the same time you will be learning about an important piece of the past.

Every person should be equal. Every society is deserving of respect. Furthermore, We should be familiar with the broad outline of all human development and understand the basic beliefs of all large cultures. But Europe has a special place in the creation of the modern, technological society in which we live. Our language and our laws derive directly from the European experience. Philosophy, art, literature, economic theory, etc. are all part of this inheritance. The modern research university, and modern mathematics and science come from Europe. If you wish to understand the good and the bad of American society you must first learn about Europe.

To do well in this course you will have to commit yourself to hard work. Only dedication combined with intelligence can win you the highest score on the examination. But enjoy yourself. There is so much wonderful drama, so much grandeur and horror, so much, which is human.

Course Outline:

quarter 1

I. Late middle ages / THE RENAISSSANCE

II. THE REFORMATION

III. THE AFTERMATH OF THE REFORMATION

IV. STATE BUILDING

Assessment: class participation, class work, homework, notebook, exams, research essays, quizzes, and class presentations

Tentative Testing Dates (Week of) 9/21, 10/12, and 10/26
