SYLLABUS 

Academic Year 2010-2011
COURSE NAME:  Advanced Placement English Language and Composition
INSTRUCTOR:  Mrs. Ditrich
EMAIL ADDRESS: jditrich@eriesd.org; mrsditrich@gmail.com
TEXTS:  
The Essay Connection, Lynn Z. Bloom



The Elements of Style, Strunk and White



The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck



Overachievers 


The Catcher in the Rye, J. D. Salinger


The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain



“The Republic” and “The Apology,” Plato



“Civil Disobedience,” Henry David Thoreau



“Self Reliance,” Ralph Waldo Emerson



“I Have a Dream,” Martin Luther King, Jr.



Macbeth, William Shakespeare

COURSE MATERIALS:  Three-ring notebook (large), highlighters, set of pens in four different colors, post-it notes, and jump drive.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This Advanced Placement English Language and Composition course has two equally important goals.  First, it aims to prepare students for the AP test, which is administered in May.  Second, offers students the chance to work at a college English level while still in high school, providing excellent preparation for the challenges and demands of college.  This class focuses on the rhetoric of nonfiction writing.  Students also develop their own writing skills to a level considered successful by the scorers of the Advanced Placement test.  This course also offers students the opportunity to read and respond to a number of important works of American fiction.  Finally, students aggressively study advanced vocabulary they are likely to encounter on the SAT, ACT, PSSA, and AP tests.

POLICIES:

Regular and prompt class attendance is crucial; students will receive a daily grade for class participation.  All assigned homework is important preparation for class participation and is due at the beginning of class, with no exceptions.  Late homework will receive a zero.  It is important to bring a notebook, textbooks, pen, pencils, and highlighters to class.  Major assignments (such as formal essays and all assignments related to the research paper) are due on a specific day, whether or not a student is in school on that day.  Late major assignments will lose 10% per calendar day--not per class.  

This course is being taught at a college level.  The nature of the reading and writing assignments are unique to this class, and should not be compared to other eleventh-grade English classes.  A student who wants to succeed in this course and on the AP examination must be willing to complete all reading, writing, and other assignments on time.  Students unwilling to work at the required level and meet deadlines cannot expect to pass this course, or to do well on the AP exam.  Successful completion of all steps of a substantive research-supported essay is required to pass this class.

DESIRED OUTCOMES

· Use the conventions of standard written English

· Know how to interpret material presented in citations and notes

· Synthesize information and ideas from a variety of sources

· Recognize techniques in visual as well as verbal arguments

· Understand the writing process and the importance of revision

· Write expository, analytical, and argumentative essays

· Analyze the types of arguments writers use

· Identify audience, purpose, and strategies in text

· Learn to critique their own and others’ works 

· To give students knowledge and skills they need to score a 3 or higher on the AP English Language and Composition exam.

ASSESSMENT:  Quizzes and tests (25%), rubrics for journals and class participation (30%), essays and research-supported essays (45%).

