Broadcast Journalism

Syllabus
Instructor:

Mr. Jonathan G. Kern
Email Address:
jkern@eriesd.org, mr.jkern@gmail.com 
Course Name:

Broadcast Journalism

Special Help:

Mondays 3-3:30 or by appointment (also most days after school)
Texts:


Video 101 by Raymond S. Adams

Writing News for Television by Victoria McCullough Carroll
Course Materials:
Three ring binder with divided sections 



Agenda book or planner




Jump drive



Mini DV tape



Google Documents Account
Course Description:
This Language Arts course will acquaint students with the tools and basic concepts of media production and increase students’ awareness of media.  Students will become acquainted with the fundamentals and techniques involved in the design and production of video messages. This course will also provide students with experience in production.  Students will apply techniques to the gathering, editing, and presenting of long-term and short-term news stories. This is also a basic course in writing for television, with emphasis on news writing and reporting.  
Course Outline and Assessment:
· Grading Weights:

· Projects & Major Writings: 45%
· Tests and Quizzes: 25%

· Class Participation: 20%
· Homework: 10%
· Video Projects: Short Story in 20 Shots, PSA, and Newscast
· Everyone will produce two  major video projects during the year.
· During the year the teacher may assign projects at any time or change these assignments before they are handed out.  
· You will work with other people in your class to complete your assignments.
· You will produce a newscast in the King-tv studio.
· Proficiencies
· The proficiencies will be performed during the class period. 
· You may perform a proficiency as many times as you like in order to receive full credit.
· Current Events: One current event due every other class period.
· Each student will be assigned a news topic.

· You will be responsible for researching and discussing a current event on your assigned topic at the beginning of each class.  You must bring in the article that accompanies your chosen event.
· Newscast, Ad, and Scene Analysis Days: 

· Everyone will do critical analysis of assigned newscast, television commercial, and television show.
· If you miss the analysis day, you are required to see the teacher for the makeup assignment.
· Newscast Days: One page review 

· As a class, we will analyze a newscast for anchor presence, story writing and presentation, as well as interviews and graphics used to tell the story.
· Ad Days: Storyboard 

· As a class, we will analyze an ad looking specifically at the shot sequence.
· Each person will storyboard the ad.
· Scene Days: One page review
· As a class, we will analyze a movie or television scene looking specifically at lighting, sound, camera angles, mood, humor, etc.

· Quizzes:
Video 101 and Writing News for Television chapter tests will take place 
throughout the quarter and will be announced in advance.  We will do writing and homework associated with these textbooks too to help us comprehend the information better.   
* Assignments are subject to change throughout the semester. Any changes will be announced in advance by the teacher.
