9th Grade Language Arts
Instructor:

Mrs. Jennifer Ditrich, room 1
Email Address:
jditrich@eriesd.org, mrsditrich@gmail.com   
Special Help:
Mondays 2:50 – 3:30 pm or by appointment 
Texts:
Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop: Level D



The Thirteenth Tale


 Jane Eyre



The Language of Literature



Romeo and Juliet



Pygmalion



A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Of Mice and Men


Course Materials:

· Pen (blue/black ink only) or Pencil, highlighter

· Three ring binder with divided sections 
· Diana Hacker Guide

· Agenda book or planner

· Jump drive
· Gmail account
Course Description:

This Language Arts course introduces the development of college level writing skills with a focus on literary response and practice in narrative, expository, and persuasive forms of writing.  Students embark on a chronological journey of mankind through time beginning with the epic poem The Odyssey and ending with the novelette Of Mice and Men. Students will analyze fiction and non-fiction and will be exposed to AP style objective testing and essay writing.  Concentration on PSAT and SAT skills will also be a major focus of the course, including but not limited to, the development of vocabulary and critical reading skills.  

Course Outline and Assessment:
The quarterly grade is composed of the following weighted percentages: 

Essays/Writing




30%

Tests/Quizzes




30%

Participation/Performance/Journals

30%

Homework





10%

WRITING: 

Students will build upon their knowledge of narrative, informational, and persuasive writing styles and learn to incorporate clearly defined thesis statements, smooth transition sentences, and various organizational strategies into their writing.  Students will reflect and revise their writing throughout the year.       

ASSESSMENT:

In this course, student thinking, writing, reading, listening, and speaking are the center of class activity.  Grading is viewed in this context.  Student performance and progress is continually assessed as evidenced by papers, in-class task commitment, homework, and daily preparation.  

GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE 

*This outline is subject to change, and adjustment.  All changes will be announced in advance by the instructor.

Weeks 1-2: Objective test and review of summer assignment.  Introduce our vocabulary and grammar study.  

Weeks 3-4: Literary responses to short fiction based upon reading and class discussion.  Ongoing vocabulary work with frequent quizzes.  Continued grammar skill enhancement with Diane Hacker Guide with frequent quizzes.

Weeks 5-9: Literary analysis and written responses to a writing prompt with follow up lessons to improve writing skills.  Ongoing vocabulary work with frequent quizzes.  Continued grammar skill enhancement with Diane Hacker Guide with frequent quizzes.

