Language Arts 10 Honors

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Syllabus 
Academic Year 2010-2010
INSTRUCTOR:  Mrs. Burleigh
EMAIL: aburleigh@eriesd.org  
TEXTS:  


The Language of Literature, Grade 10, 
Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop, Level E
Pocket Style Manual, Diana Hacker
Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury
Anthem, Ayn Rand
Lord of the Flies, William Golding

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Night, Elie Wiesel
The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros

Oedipus the King, Sophocles
Othello, William Shakespeare

Final Book TBA
COURSE MATERIALS:  Three-ring notebook (large) with dividers(5), flash drive, writing utensils, highlighters, post-it notes.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Students will make discoveries about themselves and others by exploring the ways we learn: reading, writing, speaking, analyzing, and working within a group structure.  Students will examine their past experiences and knowledge as they read long and short fiction, poetry, non-fiction, and drama in this class.  They will improve their ability to write well in a variety of modes, especially expository, analytical, and argumentative.  Students will also produce individual and group projects and presentations.  Finally, students will also study vocabulary, grammar and usage rules, and sentence combining and other elements of writing.

POLICIES:

Regular and prompt class attendance is crucial; students will receive a daily grade for class participation.  All assigned homework is important preparation for class participation and is due at the beginning of class, with no exceptions.  Students who submit late homework will receive a detention first semester.  It is important to bring a notebook, textbooks, pen, pencils, flash drive, and highlighters to class. Major assignments (such as formal essays and all assignments related to the research paper) are due on a specific day, whether or not a student is in school on that day.  Late major assignments will lose 10% per school calendar day--not per class.  Successful completion of each step leading up to a substantive research-supported essay is required to pass this class.

ASSESSMENT:  Homework/Class work/ Journals/Class Participation (35%), Essays/Projects (35%), and Tests/Quizzes (30%).  

DETAILED SYLLABUS

FIRST QUARTER

Course work this quarter will concentrate primarily on longer works of fiction and non-fiction.  Student writing will also be an important aspect of this and every quarter.  We will use four primary texts this quarter:  Fahrenheit 451, Anthem, Lord of the Flies, and To Kill a Mockingbird. Additional reference texts will include Diana Hacker’s Pocket Style Manual and grammar exercises, More’s Utopia, and Rousseau’s “Discourse on the Arts and Sciences.”  Finally, each week students will learn vocabulary words and grammar rules.  Students will take an objective grammar test at the end of each quarter.
Week 1:  Introduction to course, practices, and expectations

· Distribute and discuss course syllabus, classroom procedures 
· Collect summer reading journals

· Test on summer reading

· Begin grammar instruction
Weeks 2 - 3:  Discussion of Summer Reading

· Discuss important elements of Fahrenheit 451 and Anthem, including the American Dream, social protest, gender roles, Capitalism and Socialism, Social Darwinism, and censorship
· Discuss important literary elements of Fahrenheit 451 and Anthem including plot, character development, literary devices and themes
· Begin discussing More’s Utopia, and Rousseau’s “Discourse on the Arts and Sciences” in relation to the summer reading in order to prepare for the Utopia Assignment
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary
· Grammar Exercises
Weeks 4-5:  Utopia Project
· Incorporate More’s Utopia, and Rousseau’s “Discourse on the Arts and Sciences” in relation to the summer reading for the Utopia Assignment
· Work in groups to create and analyze their own model utopias (yearlong assignment)
·  Present Utopia Projects to the class
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary
·  Grammar exercises
Weeks 6 -7:  Lord of the Flies
· Read, annotate, and complete a journal assignment on Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
· Learn about archetypal symbols, allegory, and allusion

· Discuss More’s Utopia, and Rousseau’s “Discourse on the Arts and Sciences” in relation to Golding’s themes
· Discuss important elements in the novel, including innocence, civilization, good and evil, biblical allusions, and symbols
· Complete a project on symbols and allusions within the novel
· Write an essay on symbolism in the novel
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises, selected Characteristics of Effective Writing and Sentence Combining
Weeks 8- 9: To Kill a Mockingbird
· Review narrative voice and characterization

· Learn about life in small-town Southern life during the Depression and the Scottsboro case

· Read, annotate, and complete a journal assignment on To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
· Discuss important elements in the novel, including moral ambiguity, good and evil, social inequality, and Gothic elements

· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises.
SECOND QUARTER

This quarter, we will write a research-support essay of literary criticism on one of the five books we have read so far: Fahrenheit 451, Anthem, Utopia, Lord of the Flies,or To Kill a Mockingbird.  We will read House on Mango Street and Night. We will also continue to work on vocabulary, grammar, Characteristics of Effective Writing, and sentence combining.  Students will take an objective grammar test at the end of each quarter.
Weeks 10 - 11: To Kill a Mockingbird and Research Essay
· Complete a project on found poetry in the novel

· Update Utopia Essays in reference to Lord of the Flies, and To Kill a Mockingbird
· Introduce research essay on Fahrenheit 451, Anthem, Utopia, Lord of the Flies,or To Kill a Mockingbird
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises.
Weeks 12 - 17:  Research-Supported Literary Analysis
· Read several essays of criticism on the topic and develop a preliminary thesis
· Complete all research steps including creating a bibliography, taking notes, and writing a sentence outline
· Compose a preliminary draft and final research-supported Literary analysis of Lord of the Flies, and To Kill a Mockingbird
Weeks 18 and 19: The House on Mango Street
· Read The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros and complete a dialectical     journal focusing on elements of style including diction, choice of details, imagery, and figurative language in the memoir
· Discuss important elements in the novel, including identity, gender, language, and poetry
· Write a narrative essay emulating the style of the novel
· Read Night and complete various journal assignments

· Read Wiesel’s Nobel Prize Speech and discuss as a class

· Discuss important elements in the book, including faith, family, tradition, and man’s inhumanity to man, and symbols
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises.
THIRD QUARTER

This quarter, we will focus on selected short fiction, poetry, memoir, and drama.  We will also continue to work on vocabulary, Characteristics of Effective Writing, and sentence combining.  Students will take an objective grammar test at the end of each quarter.

Weeks 20- 25: Short Fiction and Poetry
· Read and complete journal assignments on selected short fiction and poetry

· Complete short story dialectical journals for elements of fiction such as plot, narrative voice, characterization, setting, theme, symbolism

· Complete dialectical journal poetic devices such as connotation, sound devices, rhyme, meter, figurative language, imagery, and theme

· Compose a formal analysis of one short story and one poem of their choice
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises.
Weeks 26 and 27:  Oedipus the King
· Learn about of elements of classical Greek drama, including Greek theater, actors and chorus, tragedy and the tragic hero, and Aristotle’s theory of the tragic flaw

· Act out Oedipus the King by Sophocles in a Drama Circle

· Complete dialectical journals on the play, focusing on supporting evidence for the chosen essay prompt 
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises.
FOURTH QUARTER

This quarter, we will focus on drama.  We will also continue to work on vocabulary, grammar, Characteristics of Effective Writing, and sentence combining.  Students will take an objective grammar test at the end of each quarter.

Week 28: Greek Tragedy

· Complete the unit on Oedipus the King 
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises.
Weeks 29-31: Othello
· Review the elements of Shakespearean tragedy
· Act out Othello by William Shakespeare in a Drama Circle

· Compose a journal analyzing instances of jealousy, love, hate, friendship, trust, betrayal, etc. 
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises.
Weeks 32-36: TBA
· TBA 
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary, grammar exercises.
· Create body maps for various characters in the plays
Week 37: Final Exams
* Final vocabulary exam

* Final exam on grammar and elements of literature and Characteristics of Effective Writing

