9- Week Syllabus (Term 3)

Instructor:  Ms. Hughes
Email Address: chughes@eriesd.org  OR carlah303@gmail.com

Course Name:  Jazz Dance (A3) 

Text (selected bibliography):


Hubbard, Karen W.  Jazz Dance: An Historical Overview

Stearns, Jean and Marshall W. Jazz Dance: The Story of American Vernacular Dance

Course Materials:

Jazz Shoes or Dance Sneakers (Black; if you have beige wear those) 

Leotard of any color (short/long sleeve/camisole); must be worn with a shirt on top.

Dance leggings and/or Dance pants or close-fitting sweat pants.

Men:  T-shirt and/or sweatpants, dance pants or shorts (any color).

Hair:  Must be contained in a ponytail and/or kept out of your face during class.

(ONLY these articles of clothing will be allowed)!!  NO BOXER SHORTS (athletic only)

NO SKIRTS/SKORTS, NO BARE LEGS!  TIGHTS MUST BE WORN UNDER SHORTS!

NO BAGGY CLOTHES OF ANY KIND!  NO JEWELRY!

Course Description: 

At the successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate: 

· The ability to learn and perform intermediate-advanced jazz combinations.

· Complex rhythmic skills and weight shifts characteristic of jazz dance, such as:  syncopation, accent, dynamic variation and vocalization.  

· Increased usage of body isolations and full body movement.

· An in-depth understanding of a figure and/or period in Jazz.

Course Outline:
Material is presented by means of demonstration and description.  Practice and repetition are the primary means of learning and are followed by correction/clarification. 

Class content will be structured just as a professional dance class with warm-up, across the floor progressions and center combination.  In addition, we will also view dances on video to further enhance our process and to further expose students to dance on a more global perspective.  
Requirements: 

· ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD OR DRINK PERMITTED IN THE STUDIO!!

· REGULAR AND FULL PARTICIPATION IN CLASS IS EXPECTED DAILY!

· Class attire- class is to be taken in jazz shoes or dance sneakers NO bare feet.
· Promptness- students must be on time to receive full credit for class.
· Writing- vocabulary quizzes and article responses will be assigned.   Dates TBA.
· All requirements MUST BE COMPLETED in order to receive a passing grade.
· Performance-all students must perform at the Spring Dance Showcase in May.
Evaluation/Assessment:  

Class Participation- Students must be dressed appropriately to participate in all classes.  Students will earn (5) participation points for each class in which they are dressed and actively participating.  Not dressing or participating (for any other reason except school mandated testing) means you will not earn these points.  If you are sick/observing class you will take notes for the day and receive (3) points.  You must then find and complete a one-page summary of a dance article of your choice and you will receive the remaining (2) points for the day; dancing without appropriate attire is not permitted.  

Missed classes can be made-up by working out in the weight room after school for 60 minutes.  If you miss class due to a school related activity (college visit, college class, etc.) you must complete a dance article response to make up your points for the day.  

Artistry/Skill- You will be evaluated on your own individual ability and personal knowledge of dance terminology, choreography and overall body awareness as they relate to Jazz dance. All students must attend/perform at the annual Spring Dance Showcase on Thursday, May 19th from 7-9 pm.  A performance grade and evaluation will be given based on your participation. 

Writing & Creative Projects- Students will be quizzed on Jazz Dance terminology, class exercises and choreography. Quiz Dates TBA. Video worksheets will be given and must be completed at the end of class on a Video Viewing Day.  NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!!!!

Grading:
Class Participation








50%

Individual Artistry/Skill








30%

Quizzes/Writing/Creative Projects






20%

Grading Scale:

A
93 – 100%

D
70-76%




B
85 – 92
%

F
69% and Below

C
77– 84%

Students must have at least a 70% in all classes to be eligible for the Honor Roll.

Projects, Papers, etc.

1. ALL PROJECTS MUST BE TURNED IN ON THE DUE DATE.

2. 10% will be deducted from grade for each day late up to 3 days.
3. After 3 days:
a. Student will be referred to an associate dean
b. Parent will be notified
c. Student will attend mandatory Super Saturday to complete work
4. Students who are absent must still turn in assignment on the due date.  Work can be sent in to the teacher with a parent or responsible student.  Absent students will also be held to the 10% deduction each day. 

Retest Policy

Students will be eligible to retake a test upon completion of a retest prescription form.

