Poetry Appreciation

Syllabus 2010-2011
Teacher:  Mrs. Ditrich
Email: mrsditrich@gmail.com; jditrich@eriesd.org 
Textbooks: The Poetry Reader’s Toolkit: A Guide to Reading and Understanding Poetry, Marc Polonsky; How To Build a Long-Lasting Fire: Writing Poems from Your Life, Carol Morrison; Workbook, Savonna Johnson; Fooling With Words with Bill Moyers: a Celebration of Poets and Their Craft
Course Materials: three-ring binder or notebook and folder
Course Description: This is a course for the student who loves to read and write—the creative soul.  The class work begins with the reading and writing of a variety of types of poems.  The nature, forms, and techniques of poetry are learned by studying and analyzing poetry by the masters as well as by writing poems.  Students will produce and present an original, illustrated book of their poetry as the culminating activity of this class.

Assessment: Class participation 30%, Oral recitation 20%, Written Assignments 50%
Note: Ms. Johnson’s workbook was developed during her work at the Pennsylvania Governor’s School of the Arts during the summer of 2008.

