Syllabus
Course Name:  Sociology
Instructor:  Mr. Sheldon
Text:  Thomas, W. LaVerne.  SOCIOLOGY: The Study of Human Relationships.  Austin: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1995.
Course Materials:  Notebook/3-ring binder, pens (black and blue ink only), pencils, textbook (in class copy), and supplementary articles (to be assigned).
Course Description:  
The purpose of SOCIOLOGY: The Study of Human Relationships is to provide a comprehensive examination of the basic concepts, principles, and methods essential within the fields of sociology.  Although the study of society goes back hundreds of years, the instructor will try use contemporary (1960s thru present) examples and themes in our course work.
When the class is completed the student should have a sufficient understanding of sociology.  The student will also be able to apply basic sociological knowledge and thought to a wide variety of events and situations that may be observed in everyday life.

The events and situations would include:

▪ Family


▪ Gender relationships


▪ Popular culture


▪ American culture


▪ Introductory sociology


▪ Social stratification, class, and power


▪ The roots of social conflict

Course Outline:

I.  The Sociological Point of View


A.  Examining Social Life



B.  Sociology: Then and Now

II.  Cultural Diversity

A.  The Meaning of Culture


B.  Cultural Variation

III.  Cultural Conformity and Adaption

A.  The American Value System


B.  Social Control


C.  Social Change

IV.  Socializing the Individual

A.  Personality Development

B.  The Social Self


C.  Agents of Socialization

V.  The Adolescent in Society

A.  Adolescence in Our Society


B.  Teenagers and Dating


C.  Problems of Adolescence

VI.  Deviance and Social Control

A.  Deviance


B.  Crime

VII.  Social Stratification

A.  Systems of Stratification


B.  The American Class System


C.  Poverty

VIII.  Racial and Ethnic Relations

A.  Race, Ethnicity, and the Social Structure


B.  Patterns of Intergroup Relations


C.  Minority Groups in the United States

IX.  Gender, Age, and Health

A.  Gender


B.  Age


C.  Health

X.  The Family

A.  The Family in Cross-Cultural Perspective


B.  The American Family

XI.  Education and Religion

A.  The Sociology of Education


B.  The Sociology of Religion

XII.  Collective Behavior and Social Movements

A.  Collective Behavior


B.  Social Movements

Policies:

▪Assessment: Class work, Homework, Tests, Research/Observations, Quizzes, Class Presentation(s)

▪Grade Scale: See Collegiate Academy Handbook
▪Homework: See NPCA homework policy guidelines 
▪Academic Honesty: REQUIRED
