Research Writing and Presentation Syllabus
Instructor:  Mrs. Priestap

E-mail Address:  bpriestap@eriesd.org
Text:  A Pocket Style Manual – Updated: 2009 version

Supplies Checklist – Due by September Sept. 7(A) & 8(B)
· A Pocket Style Manual by Diana Hacker
· Research Portfolios
· Legal size – to hold 8 ½ by 11 handouts
· Note card size 
· Erie County Library Card
· Signed consent form for computer use
· Jump/flash drive
· Lined note cards – 3x5 and 4x6 – 100 card packet of each
· Highlighters – blue and yellow
· A willing attitude and honest work ethic
Course Description
This course examines the various steps necessary for the completion of a successful and scholarly research paper.  Students will complete all steps in the research process and produce a fully documented research paper.  Additionally, students will be required to explore both print and on-line resources, create professional e-mail correspondence, and present their research to the class.  This is a required course for all freshmen and transfer students and will thoroughly prepare you for every future high school and college class that will require a research paper.
Assessment
	1st Quarter

· Research Proposal/Thesis – 10%

· Working Bibliography         15%

· Annotated Bib/Source eval- 25%

· Note Cards                         - 40%

· E-mails/Class participation  10%


	2nd Quarter

· Sentence Outline         30%

· Research Paper            40%

· Speech/ Presentation   20%

· Wordle/Class part.       10%




EXTRA HELP NIGHT – Monday after school – 2:50 – 3:30 pm
PEER GRADING – Each part of the research process will be evaluated (peer graded) by another student.  Peer graders will receive a grade for careful grading, and each student is responsible to apply and revise each correction made by their peer grader.  Because each peer grading session is planned for the project’s due date, late submissions will not be peer graded and the late student will not be allowed to grade, resulting in substantial grade losses.
Research Schedule of Events – First Quarter

For your reference, the following is an approximate progression of activities that will confidently usher you down the “research road.”  Dates may be altered to accommodate interruptions in the schedule such as assemblies, standardized testing, etc. however, you will be given adequate notice.  Always refer to the giant calendar on the classroom whiteboard for updates and specific due dates.
Aug. 30 – Sept. 11th 
Introduction to Research Class.  You will receive information about class requirements and expectations.  You will also begin exploring both print and electronic media for controversial topics that interest you.  Finally, we will spend two class periods in the library so that you can begin gathering your sources.

Sept. 13th – 25th
You will be assigned your work station and laptop and set up a professional “g-mail” account.  You will write your research proposal, learn how to evaluate on-line sources by participating in a web-cast, and begin to gather your books and articles.  
Sept. 27th – Oct. 8th
You will become experts in the MLA world of documenting and citing your sources.  You’ll create bibliography cards, generate a “Working Bibliography” page, and write annotations for your sources.  You will then create the “heart” of your research paper:  The Thesis Statement.
Oct 11th – 29th
Note Cards!!  You will become part of the honorable world of “The Plagiarism Police” by learning how to take proper notes from your sources without copying or plagiarizing.  You will create 40 notes cards and learn the art of labeling and citing the source for each card.  This step organizes your research!!
Note card due dates:  October 28th (A-Day)/October 29th (B-Day)
Homework Policy for Projects and Papers
(As per Collegiate Academy Assignment Policy – These rules will be strictly enforced)

1. ALL PROJECTS AND PAPERS MUST BE TURNED IN ON THE DUE DATE.

2. 10% will be deducted from grade for each day late up to 3 days.

3. After 3 days: 1) Student will be referred to an associate dean. 2) Parent will be notified. 3) Student will attend mandatory after school sessions to complete work. 

4. Students who are absent must still turn in assignments on the due date.  Work can be sent in to the teacher with a parent or responsible student or can be emailed.  Absent students will also be held to the 10% daily deduction. 
