2010
Summer Assignments and Meetings 

AP Literature and Composition

This summer’s reading assignment includes the following novels: The Awakening by Kate Chopin and Life of Pi by Yann Martel. You are to create a detailed dialectical journal for each novel focusing on themes, characterization, symbolism, setting, and/or literary devices. Your journal should contain a minimum of 20 detailed notes that will be used for our discussion and a writing assignment. You are to use these notes to support your essay. We will meet twice over the summer at Collegiate Academy to discuss each novel.  You will be graded on your notes and your essay.
Tuesday, July 6th 

We will meet in Auditorium from 10:30am until noon to discuss The Awakening.  Topics of discussion will include themes, characterization, symbolism, setting, and literary devices as well as a review of the essay prompts.  Please bring your novel and journal notes. It is your responsibility to turn in your journal notes and the typed essay no later than Monday, 7/12 for full credit to the school office. (Email to Mrs. Iverson only if you are out of town; 10 points will be deducted)  Although attendance is not mandatory, attendance will be taken. You may also choose to turn in your essay and notes day of discussion or earlier.

Wednesday, August 4th 

We will meet in Room 116 from 10:30am until noon to discuss Life of Pi.  Topics of discussion will include themes, characterization, symbolism, setting, and literary devices as well as a review of the essay prompts.  Please bring your novel and journal notes. It is your responsibility to turn in your journal notes and typed essay no later than Monday, 8/09 for full credit to the school office. (Email to Mrs. Iverson only if you are out of town. 10 points will be deducted) Although attendance is not mandatory, attendance will be taken. You may also choose to turn in your essay and notes day of discussion or earlier.

Research

Read your chosen and approved research novel over the summer.  Write at least 20 dialectical journals on theme, characterization, symbolism, setting, and/or literary devices.  This assignment must be formatted in Collegiate Style and is due the first day of school.  Contact Mrs. Iverson if you need to make a novel/play change as soon as possible. There will be a research novel test the first week of class.
Questions?

Feel free to email or contact the office if you have a question concerning your summer assignment or your research options.  I will be checking my email several times a week, and I will respond to all emails.  Due to problems with the email, if you do not get a reply, send your phone number or leave a message with the NPCA office, and I will call you.   I will be out of the country from 6/17 through 6/26.
Mrs. Iverson


aiverson@eriesd.org
874-6300
The Awakening Essay:  Be sure to use supporting text from the novel to support your essay using correct MLA format.
Choose ONE:

1.  For many works of literature, the title is a straightforward representation of the 

work’s  content. (For example, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn)  For other works, however, an understanding of the title’s meaning is derived only after fully under-standing the work’s content and themes. (For example, The Grapes of Wrath)  In a well organized essay, discuss the title of Chopin’s The Awakening, and explain the title’s significance in relation to the novel as a whole.

2.  In Chapter 27 of The Awakening, Mademoiselle Reisz tells Edna that “The bird that 

     would soar above the level plain of tradition and prejudice must have strong wings.”  

     In a well organized essay, explain what Mademoiselle Reisz’s words mean as they   

     relate to Edna and her situation. 
3.  In many works of literature, society is portrayed as stifling or frustrating one or more 

characters.  Discuss how this is true of The Awakening and how the stifling/frustrating nature of society serves to develop the novel’s themes.

Life of Pi Essay:  Be sure to use supporting text from the novel to support your essay using correct MLA format.
Choose ONE:

1.  In this particular work of literature, the study of zoology and spiritually is 

    prominent. In a well organized essay, explain how Yann Martel uses zoology and/or 

    religion to explain the journey and survival of Pi Patel.

2.  In the Life of Pi, Yann Martel tells the reader early in the novel that “This story has a 

     happy ending” (93). In a well organized essay, defend or challenge the validity of 
    this observation.  Be sure to support your position using the novel.

3.  Life of Pi is a story that asks questions of life, beliefs, faith, and the importance of 

     imaginative story telling. Consider the question that Pi presents to the Japanese 

     officials at the end of the novel, “Which is the better story, the story with the animals 

     or the story without the animals” (317)?  In a well defined essay, defend your answer 

to this question noting Martel’s use of realism and fantasy as it relates to the themes of the novel. 

*** Essays will be graded on sound thesis writing, appropriate use of support text, 
        correct MLA format of parenthetical citations, and paragraph cohesiveness.
Rubric for Literary Analysis

AP Literature and Composition
9-8 Superior papers specific in their references, cogent in their definitions, and free 

of plot summary that is not relevant to the question. These essays need not be without flaws, but they demonstrate the writer's ability to discuss a prompt with insight and understanding and to control a wide range of the elements of effective composition.  At all times, they stay focused on the question and the thesis. These papers reflect stylistic flair and in-depth and original, concrete supporting details.

7-6 These papers are less thorough, less perceptive, or less specific than 9-8 papers. 
  
   These essays are well written but with less maturity and control than the top papers. They demonstrate the writer's ability to analyze a literary work, but they reveal a more limited understanding than do the papers in the 9-8 range. Generally, 6 essays present a less sophisticated analysis and less consistent command of the elements of effective writing than essays scored a 7.

5  Safe and "plastic," superficiality characterizes these essays. Discussion of meaning  may be pedestrian, mechanical, or inadequately related to the chosen details.   
  Typically, these essays reveal simplistic thinking and/or immature writing. They 
 
  usually demonstrate inconsistent control over the elements of composition and are not  as well conceived, organized, or developed as the upper-half papers. On the other 
  
  hand, the writing is sufficient to convey the writer's ideas and stay focused on the prompt.

4-3 Discussion is likely to be unpersuasive, perfunctory, under-developed, or misguided. 
   The meaning they deduce may be inaccurate or insubstantial and not clearly related to the question. Part of the question may be omitted altogether. The writing may 
 
   convey the writer's ideas, but reveals weak control over such elements as diction, 
   organization, syntax_ or grammar. Typically these essays contain significant 
 
   misinterpretations of the question or the work they discuss; they may also contain 
   little, if any, supporting evidence, and practice paraphrase and plot summary at the 
   expense of analysis.

2-1 These essays compound the weakness of essays in' the 4-3 range and are frequently 
   unacceptably brief. They are poorly written on several counts, including many 
  
   distracting errors in grammar and mechanics. Although the writer may have made 
 
   some effort to answer the question, the views presented have little clarity or 
  
   coherence.

