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Classic Literature of the Western World

Summer Assignment


Read Joseph Campbell’s The Hero With A Thousand Faces over the summer.  It is a classic study of the cultural anthropology of human concepts of the hero and how the story patterns remain similar across cultures and across time.  It is a foundational text that will inform much of the reading that we will complete next year. If you’re budget-minded, there are more than fifty available used on amazon.com!  As you read, keep track of what interests, surprises, and perplexes you in a series of Reader Response journal entries—see instructions on back.  Most of all, look for those ah-ha moments when you make a connection between Campbell’s ideas and books you have read, movies you have seen, and so forth.  Please be thorough; you should have a minimum of 20 reader response journal entries.  

 Here is the fun part. When you have finished the reading and journaling, write an original mythological story that uses the foundations of Campbell’s study as a paradigm.  The story may be set in any time or place; however, it needs to include the heroic patterns that reach across cultures.  


You may e-mail me with story ideas and/or questions throughout the summer. Please type (double-spaced) your journals and mythology; they are due the first day of class next fall.  Enjoy it and learn from Campbell!
Ms. Holmes cholmes@eriesd.org
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Reader Responses

DIRECTIONS: As you read this book, write a series of reader responses in the following format:

First, it is very important to include an explanation for each of your responses.  Don’t just identify what interests, surprises, perplexes you and when you have those ah-ha moments.  You need to explain your reactions by using “because” statements.  For example:

I got confused when __________________ because __________________________.

The following are suggestions for how to begin your reader responses:

I began to think

I love the way

I can't believe

I wonder why
I noticed
I think
I observed
I wonder
If I were

I’m not sure

I felt sad when

I like the way the author
I wish that 
This made me think of 
I was surprised
It seems like
I'm not sure
This story teaches
I began to think of 

