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Summer Reading Assignment

Both The Grapes of Wrath and The Harvest Gypsies focus on the plight of farming families who lose their land and their homes in the Dust Bowl during the Great Depression. These two books, both written by John Steinbeck, share the same themes and subject matter but take very different approaches. The Grapes of Wrath is a novel that tells the story of a fictional family, the Joads, as they leave their home and travel west to California. The Harvest Gypsies is a nonfiction account of the real life events that inspired The Grapes of Wrath.
Students enrolled in Language Arts 11 Honors are responsible for locating copies of the assigned books, reading them, and completing the assignment that is explained below. The completed assignment and novel should be brought to your first class of the year. The assignment will be the basis for class discussions and an essay, so failure to complete the reading and the assignment will place you at a major disadvantage for the first quarter.
Also keep in mind:

All work should be your own.

Quotes should be cited in MLA format.
All work should be typed.

Copies of The Grapes of Wrath are available to sign out for the summer. See Mrs. Ditrich in room 1.
Directions for The Grapes of Wrath:
As you read, you will trace the following elements of the novel through dialectical journal entries:
1. The theme of Family

2. The theme of God and Religion

3. The theme of Money and Power

4. Characterization of the five main characters (Ma Joad, Pa Joad, Tom Joad, Casy, and Rose of Sharon)

5. Symbolism

Each main character must be discussed at least once in your characterization entries. Remember that a writer may use different methods of characterization to develop characters. According to The Language of Literature, these include: (1) description of a character’s physical appearance, (2) a character’s own speech, thoughts, feelings, or actions, (3) the speech, thoughts, feelings, or actions of other characters, and (4) a narrator’s direct comments about a character (1144).

According to The Language of Literature, a symbol is a person, place, or object that has a concrete meaning by itself but also stands for something else, such as an idea or feeling. For example, a dove often symbolizes peace (1158).
For each set of chapters, you must have one entry for each element. There are eight sets of chapters, which means that you should have a total of 40 journal entries by the time you have completed the novel. See the attached example for correct format of dialectical journals. Chapter sets are listed below:
1. Chapters 1-6

2. Chapters 7-10

3. Chapters 11-16

4. Chapters 17-19

5. Chapters 20-21

6. Chapters 22-23

7. Chapters 24-26
8. Chapters 27-30

Directions for The Harvest Gypsies:
Select one fact from each of the seven chapters in The Harvest Gypsies. Explain how this quote relates to one of the themes from The Grapes of Wrath (Family, God and Religion, and Money and Power).
You should have a total of seven journal entries by the time you have completed the book. See the attached example for correct format of dialectical journals.
Dialectical journals should be formatted like the examples below:
The Grapes of Wrath
	Element
	Quote
	Analysis

	Theme of Family
	“Women and children knew deep in themselves that no misfortune was too great to bear if their men were whole” (7).
	In chapter one, as families watch the Dust Bowl ruin their land, the wives and children see how the men cope with their troubles. A father’s role in a family was very important and they were seen as strong figures.

	Theme of God and Religion
	“Sure—I seen it. But sometimes a guy’ll be a good guy even if some rich b------ makes him carry a sticker” (11).
	Tom Joad is trying to hitch a ride with a truck driver whose company doesn’t permit giving rides to hitchhikers and posts a sign that says “No Riders.” This illustrates the idea that those with money have power over the poor.

	Theme of Money and Power
	“Course with a preacher it’s all right because nobody would fool around with a preacher anyway” (15).
	Tom is talking to the truck driver about people who use big words, and the truck driver says it’s all right for preachers to use them. Most people had general respect for religious leaders like ministers.

	Characterization of Main Characters
	“I seen your hands. Been swingin’ a pick or an ax or a sledge. That shines up your hands” (13).
	The truck driver observes that Tom’s hands are cut and callused. From this, he can tell that Tom has been doing hard manual labor.

	Symbolism
	“The dawn came, but no day. In the gray sky a red sun appeared, a dim red circle that gave a little light, like dusk; and as that day advanced, the sun slipped back toward darkness, and the wind cried and whimpered over the fallen corn” (5).
	The dark day and increasingly harsh and stormy weather described at the beginning of the book are symbolic of the hard times that are ahead for the Joad family.


The Harvest Gypsies
	Chapter
	Quote
	Relation to The Grapes of Wrath

	1
	“The drought in the middle west has driven the agricultural populations of Oklahoma, Nebraska, and parts of Kansas and Texas westward. Their lands are destroyed and they can never go back to them” (21).
	Like the families described here, the Joads were forced from their Oklahoma farm because they were no longer able to make money. They plan to travel west to California.


