Dear Students and Parents:

Each summer, students at Collegiate Academy have a summer reading assignment. Literacy is a key component in being successful in high school, and our summer reading assignment is designed to help students maintain—and even sharpen—the skills they already possess.

Thorough, thoughtful, and reflective responses to the following assignments are to be turned in the first day of school. In order to earn the highest grade students should complete all of the following requirements carefully and completely.
Directions
· This assignment as it will be worth a significant portion of your first quarter Language Arts grade. You must take it seriously. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Iverson at aiverson@eriesd.org, Mr. Kern at jkern@eriesd.org, or Mrs. Ditrich at jditrich@eriesd.org. Mrs. Iverson will also be in the building throughout the summer in July and August, so a message may be left with the office secretary (874-6300).
· Due Date: First day of your Language Arts course.
· Make sure your complete name is on all sections of the assignment. 
· Be sure all parts of the assignment are labeled and typed.
· Use your copy of A Pocket Style Manual 5th ed. by Diana Hacker to learn how to correctly format quotes in MLA style (pages 116-119).  All freshmen need to have purchased this book before the start of the 2010-2011 school year.

PART ONE(
Read the book! As you read, use sticky notes, index cards, or paper inserts in order to mark significant passages/quotes that you find particularly interesting or important. In a chart (see example below) cite (that is, quote word for word using quotation marks) and note the page number of a special passage from the book that you think is important. (Maybe it explains something about the character, or perhaps it describes a very special event, or perhaps it holds a certain resonance or connection with you, the reader) and write a brief explanation (2-3 sentences) of the chosen important passages. (Why did you choose this passage? How do you know it is important? Dig deep for a connection here.) You need a minimum of 15 annotations. Each annotation should be from a different chapter. 
	Chapter
	Quote/passage
	Analysis

	The Letter
	“I closed the door and put the shop key in its usual place behind Bailey’s Advanced Principles of Geometry” (3).
	This is really important because. . .

	Meeting Miss Winter
	“The other rooms were thick with the corpses of suffocated words; here in the library you could read” (41).
	This is really important because. . .


PART TWO(
Define the following using a reliable dictionary source and then provide an example from the novel.
1. Gothic novel:
2. characterization: 
3. climax:
4. conflict: 
5. foreshadow: 
6. imagery: 
7. metaphor: 
8. plot: 
9. point of view: 
10. setting
11. simile: 

12. symbol: 
13. theme: 

14. tone:
PART THREE(
Copy the following questions and then type your answers.  Your answers should be in complete sentences and reflect your understanding of the novel.  
1. As the story unfolds, we learn that Margaret and Miss Winter are both twins. What else do they have in common? Discuss the role the bond between twins plays in the novel. 

2. Miss Winter asks Margaret if she’d like to hear a ghost story --- in fact, there seem to be several ghost stories weaving their way through. In what ways is The Thirteenth Tale representative of a classic, gothic novel? What Gothic themes and symbols stand out most strongly in the novel?
3. When did you first suspect Miss Winter’s true identity? Whether you knew or not, looking back, what clues did she give to Margaret (and what clues did the author give to you)?
4. The title of this novel is taken from the title of Miss Winter’s first book, Thirteen Tales of Change and Desperation, a collection of twelve stories with a mysterious thirteenth left out at the last minute before publication. How is this symbolic of the novel? What is the thirteenth tale?
5. When do you think The Thirteenth Tale takes place? The narrator gives some hints, but never tells the exact date. Which aspects of the book gave you a sense of time, and which seemed timeless? Did the question of time affect your experience with the novel?
PART FOUR(
Write a two page essay in which you cover the following points.  Remember to refer to your copy of A Pocket Style Manual 5th ed. by Diana Hacker pages 148-153. Essays should be typed and double-spaced.
1. The title of the book and the author

2. Discuss the literary elements of the novel: 

· What happens in the book? (plot)

· Where and when does the action occur? (setting)

· Who are the important characters and what conflicts do they face? How are the conflicts resolved?

· What important message(s) does the author impart (theme)? What is the relationship between the theme and your moral values?

3. A conclusion in which you discuss whether or not you would recommend The Thirteenth Tale to others and why.
